
 

 

Notes on the back story of this letter: 

 

 This 5-page letter was sent to me by John McGechie on Oct, 15 (1980) in reply to my 

previous letter to him dated on Sept, 27 but actually posted on Oct, 9, as I usually started to write a 

letter but then paused and waited a few days just in case some PPC issues or other interesting 

materials arrived and thus I would be able to address additional topics without weeks-long delays. 

 He begins by mentioning some weird postal problems he had to deal with (which probably 

caused some lost contents), then the very positive reaction of local members to my recently submitted 

materials, and some advice on how to format further contributions, plus comments on news 

turnaround times. Then he discusses the Synthetic Routines for the ROM listing which he received 

(and sent to me in a separate, lower-cost package), the CKA and AN routines in particular, and agrees 

with me on some critical remarks about Wickes' code. 

 After guessing where people were obtaining my home address (and using it to write directly 

to me), he enclosed letters from himself, Mr. Nelson, and a third person about the PRIVATE feature, 

asking for my opinion and whether I consulted with local HP about publishing procedures to break it. 

He also included a new Stack & Alpha Analysis Form and new routines for his WP (Word Processor) 

project, dealing with slicing (some thermal printouts included) and right- and left-hand justifiers. 

 Next, he mentions that his b2 routine could be improved using the new flag methods from 

Wickes, and reacts to my commitment to send a new batch of my articles/programs with a delightful  

"New programs → PPC TN !  Pronto !  How do you do all this ???  Do you ever sleep ?" 

which frankly made me laugh. This is the way to imprint enthusiasm on your contributors ! 

 He also mentions a new method to read out microcode (giving a few basic details), that he 

would tell all about logic programming on a tutorial session, and that Hugh Kenner (Prof. of English 

at Johns Hopkins Univ.) wrote asking him why the in/sane obsession with PPC programming (Hugh 

was preparing his wonderful article "Calcunuts" commissioned by the Wall Street Journal 

Magazine; see John's comprehensive, heartfelt 9-page reply to Hugh in this Vintage Letters category).  

John's short reply to me was: 

 

"Hard to answer [...]  What think you ?  What drives you ?  Do you know ?" 

Yes, I did. 

         

            Valentin Albillo,   05-03-2022 
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