
 

Notes on the back story of this letter: 

 

 This 26-page (!) handwritten letter is Melbourne PPC Chapter's John McGechie's reply to my 

previous letter to him dated 1980-07-15. John's handwriting takes some effort to decipher at times, but it's 

totally worth it. 

 He begins with some very detailed comments (several pages in fact !) about my attempt to create 

a CP (Clear all Programs) synthetics-based routine for the PPC ROM, including a number of suggestions 

on how to successfully implement it using his b2 routine, which he'd submitted to Richard Nelson but 

hadn't been published (doh!), so he published it in the Melbourne Chapter Newsletter. He then discusses 

in great detail the various types of END and .END., and his attempts to create a RAM test to check their 

locally-created double-density RAM modules. 

 As I'd asked how to access microcode, he next discusses this and mentions Tom Cadwallader's 

method of identifying the addresses of the ROM routines by analyzing status register Q, as well as Bill 

Wickes' method to execute normal code in ROM starting at arbitrary addresses (and ending at the first 

END or RTN encountered), which John appraises as "very ingenious", explaining in detail why (and 

indeed it is !). On how to "modify microcode" (see my previous letter), he offers some comments but the 

less said about my naive question, the better. 

 He then addresses the "NN catalogues" (Flag 30 Catalogs)  and his own exploring using his KA 

(Key Assignment) program, commenting on the weird behavior of assigned numbers (inserting the reverse 

of register Q's contents as a text line in program memory, anyone ?) and eG0BEEP. 

 Next are his extensive comments about some aspects of the PPC Club and Mr. Nelson's handling 

of it and his judgment on what to publish and what not, as well as some comments on the PPC ROM's 

contents, inserting a "shameless plug" (XD!)  for his own >1,000-byte word processing program for the 

HP-41C, and ending the main part of his letter at just 12 pages. 

 The letter doesn't end here, however, but continues (on 6th August !) with two pages including 

additional detailed suggestions on how to make my CP program work, and more. He also included 

magnetic cards for his programs KA(#14), b2, ARA, AN, ... everything but the girl !. Even the P.S. is long 

and meaty ! 

 Surely the letter ends now ?  Surely not !  These are just the first 14 pages, followed now by 

another 12 extra pages detailing his many experiments trying out the techniques and suggestions he 

discussed in the main part, and featuring extensively annotated thermal-paper printouts of everything but I 

won't discuss them here, this is just a Notes, examine them yourselves and enjoy. 

 John McGechie was an outstanding person by all accounts, including technically, philosophically 

and humanly. He was always enthusiastic, never had a bad word about anything, and would help anyone 

as best he could, even a 20+ newbie from 20,000 Km. away like me. 

 May he rest in peace. 

        Valentin Albillo, 21-12-2021 
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