
 

 

Notes on the back story of this letter: 

 

 This was John McGechie's reply to my very first letter to him (1979-12-01 - Letter from VA to 

John McGechie - 070583-84.pdf), where I unashamedly asked him zillions of questions, as an interested 

but total newcomer to the HP calc scene was bound to do.  

Now, admittedly, his handwriting takes some time to decipher but believe me, it can be done and the 

rewards are worth it. In these 6 pages he gives me a primer to NNN's, 41C status registers and synthetics, 

plus an enrollment form to join PPC. What more can one ask for ? 

We kept on exchanging many extremely interesting letters (at least his) on all hot topics back then, from 

synthetics to scoops of new 41C peripherals and new machines (Capricorn), plus lots of routines, full 

programs and even whole programming projects such as his pet one, a full-fledged word processor (!!) for 

the 41C.  

He was so incredibly kind towards me and so eager to communicate with me and keep me informed of 

everything that was cooking up down under that eventually I decided to switch and began to send all my 

materials firstly of all to the Australian PPC Melbourne Chapter, where they were very well received, 

commented by most everyone and promptly published in their club magazine, PPC Technical Notes.*  

That was so unlike my experience with PPC proper, where I would send many fond, friendly letters to 

Mr. Nelson, which he never replied to, not once, and also many good-quality materials that went mostly 

unpublished without explanation or rationale of any kind, leaving me waiting many months for their 

publication and ultimately wondering what went wrong. 

In time, I became a proud member of the PPC Melbourne Chapter, despite the sizable distance between 

Madrid (Spain) and Melbourne (Australia), i.e.: some 20,000 km, give or take a thousand, and this present 

reply letter of John McGechie was the one that started it all.  

May he rest in peace. 

 

* Matter of fact, HP took notice of some of the programs I sent to PPC Melbourne Chapter and asked me to please 

submit one of them to the HP User's Library (which I promptly did) and even included another one in their HP-41 

Users' Library Solutions - Games II., sending me free copies of it all. 

 

              Valentin Albillo, 31-08-2021 
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